
Examiner’s commentary 

The candidate selected an original topic and was able to discuss a global environmental issue 
(soil erosion) from a specific local perspective. There is an excellent explanation of the 
relevance of the research question and rationalization of personal engagement. The level of 
engagement with the research topic is evident throughout the whole essay. This essay involves 
a review of scientific data and a collection of data from an original laboratory investigation. The 
methodology used allows the candidate to collect simple but appropriate data. The sources 
selected and used are pertinent and have academic credibility. It is rewarding to observe an 
extended essay in Environmental Systems and Societies that can follow a systems approach 
and use this approach in the analysis and interpretation of the data. Overall, it is a very complete 
extended essay with the expected level of simplicity and academic rigour for an IB student. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are 
working to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that 
meet our community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the 
enforcement of current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make 
legal access to digital content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright 
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
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